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Abstract 

This article is dedicated to the study of the painted Nabataean 
pottery from the 1981 Petra excavations. These painted vessels are 
among the most characteristic and representative pottery objects of 
Nabataean ware. This article includes an introduction to the former 
research on the painted Nabataean ware since it was first identified 
and studied by G. Horsfield and his wife Agnes in 1930, who ran the 
first systematic excavation in Petra in 1929. 

Twelve different painted pottery sherds and objects are described 
and illustrated in this study. The form^ware and surface treatment of 
each type are described. The similar parallel examples for each type 

are given. The dating of the studied pottery types depends solely on 
the stratigraphical evidence of the 1981 Petra excavations. 

No human or even stylized human figures, so far, appear to have 
been found on the ‘egg-shell’ painted Nabataean pottery, and the 
examples shown in this article (Figs. 3.5 and 5.8) would seem to be the 
first found and published. 
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^j^3 J lj I ^ I ^y L^Ipj 4 Lj jJL> A_> yx^a jaP Aw? y o Jp I 3 aJj 4 OlX^J I ^J, I A3 LjL I y.* 

^jj2-*->' AjJj>tX; S.\j&- Ay, P ^y t L^/l ^yj I Aw>i*JI aIx^ yp oJpLaJI 

pL^J ^y>- J LL I I J 4 Xy>~ t3 y“ 4 ^ ® ^Jw2-^ 1 p L,^ ;: l I Aj 1 CjIjw2-J~I 

Jp JJirt pL“>U ^y >- j LL I I i* 3 j-j>~ j J-Jj 4 0 j a */2 a p l ./? > > a_j l, Jg ,1 

iJ j Jij 4 ^ jLLI y« aJ y I I iJ _^>- ^y^ ^ ^^a ^yz^-o L^i*-> aLp~ I j^xJ. I 

L_ Av2j /y I jl 4 OLa^J I Oly ^Jxr wolS^ Lcj 40 y^_X-w« ^_A_j *a — l a ^1 

. Ip 0>! »-Xa I J5 ^_3j L>- I 0 AAj 4 Ca yXjJj j I Osij J I J3 p L ^ I I AA X- 5 j L>-j 

Ay^JJ I 4 ^ ^ ; "\ 1 ) 4 V ! 1 ! ->■ y 1 4 y jj~SLa A^J^p ^-Xp 4 ^J — ' 4 LS"" Jj-J ^-) I \ ^ 

Oy ^ jyi yA_? 4 y** Aj v apLaj;!j 4 y. *\ j *\ (3dj^^^ j-^ 2 - 3 J 4 ( ^ * ! 1 

4 a*_*^ I j AAy 4 La ^Ap I 1 a^yaj 4 yj LL I ^J, I V AJ3 a^xJ as U>- j_> *^>LJj . yLa x* Y 

Oj-w' L)-b aJj 4 i^jcS' (jl AAyJ I yA -AXC ^*»lj (J ia~ya A AJ 


I A^j lyy I P I 
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Aj ^i? A 1 1 


jJij . A ygA>=Xa A^jLL>- aJ-pU jJij U>- I 
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pU! * 1^1*1 1 j* jjJl' j^aM 


y JtS.^ 3 4 Oj-JwaJI 4j oj^sflA-l y JJiaJI l$li^~X^ j t-L-> (3j->’ 

L~-o-L» C-JaP 4 ij~>- *}LLsA 5 oliL^ 4 AjdsLflJI AX*_>c_P o^L_^ 4_>l 1? > L>- 1 

(_£^1*J I *j4“ ^ ^ L^J -L * $ . A^**JixJ I O ^xl I AjLL> a*^-j Li- I a I j i-*-Jj 4 l*P L 

(_ ‘jJup y l^JwA L*JI iaj jJiJl i^JjJll) 4 O ^>-j aLjj^iI aj *}Ll> ^j>-jL}i -1 U-L_JI y* 

-Aj^J>- ^ I iaj 1 ll> ^ 4 Lj ^j3j y2*J> I Aj j lj-1 Ijj A_J_s l! I !•? .4- 1 

J lSw> 1 y OlS LuS ^Jji~J I iaj^iJ ^ L« I 4 ^^23 1 tj aJ^J I JjL* ^ jp" 3 ^ 

. OjUl ul&jJlj . U a>} 3^3 (J l£ >L oA^-iyi C^-OJ *J>^I 0 A J 


4 A ! i I (j-^ 4 < 3 tLH^ p-~->- (J-* lM AiU^U J->j->l AiL>. ^J_x» 0 ;, — r ^ y 

^ A^Xj Ail>* 4 ^ r — Y A^U-^J 4 j*-** ^ \j ^ *j&-*3 4 ( ^ Y ! *\ ' ) 

aJ|j^>-jI ALw>cP ^ 4 A~i» (J jl ^3-s^ jls <g ... ; , fl ..*J 4 ^jLi*l. Jl 


. ^ 0 ^ A) jA ^- 1 C-> 1 ^2j*j J l >A_P L-« 

4 aJ ^J 1 Jjp- (_^-U I JitJI j 


j 3_ .'<«— 1 1 ^j _ a d J l_>* 4 0^-J U I 

A-^Xo Ic lji“ I ^ Oj»~w\_ J I C-*_3^-j>-j 




4 W aI 1 <3 4_5^J I d»Udl }• ^JJo i^Jb lc La LL ^ ^_dj A_^„ Jg. JLJ 1 A_fi|^-j>-j 0| 

Axlg.gJ \ AjjLiLa < j^j? Lo-5^" , ^Ij ^^3 a! A.UII I 

«■ I jjxJ I (j ^xp Lk5*" . u uLo (j U^wIp J& I ^a L^^>-j j ( 3 ^*' c 5 V 

Aj Li! 1 I ^ ^3 t *“ -Lixl I Aai 2 JJ» 4 J 4 ^J dil !5" J 4 'V |^3j An 1^7 flU A^J Li^ aIxa I 

OjjsJI OWiXJwa cJ> 4^*)LJLI l)j OjJiJl ( jA J'J'-'VI (JAJ L« oAl^II O^JL_flJI 4 J, 1 

Aj j^a Oj-Xo (jUI 70 ^w.' I j £ I Ojliij ol l^*_**^ LoS . (^j^LJLI ^ 
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^ ^ A ^ p UJ £■ I j^d I O b jji?- O ULb £tp li 
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^ A > lt* ^3^' .«H jljtAil 


, ( ^ ^ A ) A.~l?.>.lJ I aJu*j*J I ^Jp 

. ( ^ V • — 1* ) ^ W 1 viUU ° ^ ^ ' C?"^ ^ • LS — * ^ JJ— — JfiJ I 

.(^*"i — v » ) J-o I j jt^>- o J> I j ' — I liJ 1 jj . k 1 1 

A*$^>- A^jlj 4((^")) °- 5 >“ > '.? 3 1 -L9j I JJ b H 

^IjJI UjjjJI Ajl-b i^Jllll OjJlil \* m JUt2^\ (J,l ,*_>- A ->- \j 

,^i'AA\ 

(Jry U o-U^ll SjJoLIl <J,I y aJu-P a-^ 4j£jlJ ^j jj Jfl J 1 

Oj-Cm l*J I <LUvJ 1j ( A ® V V ) (J^ V 1 O V^-XJL^s^>- A_> ! _bj 
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<uo jj *aJ 1 o *x& 1 


j l) ^ a>- y*lp L^>o L^L^j^Xo I ^o L»jJ I Ap^- u li 4 o Jgl I c- 


. \ \t\\ fUJ pI^JI 


^ 2 a 1 I Ul ^ A ) v — J Jj ^ I j I ^J, I j U^*-^J ^ 4 ^ f lij N I O 1 J 3 ( J/^ w - i-? .. g ., l J I o| 

. ( ^ V * — i») ^lill J>' *^v> oULt? j I^-Lp ^-Up -ii A — V 4 i — Y jalij'VI olj3 

Jj jl fj <j>l A^LflJI jlUc_9 «L^_>C_P jLl-Cj 

Al^c^J I t^y^£- *)jj 4 Y \ Jjy < ^' I ^3 1 J^3 • J- U I ^ ^>~j I o^i o 1 3 Ij l—j-J*- I J 

UL»lj £olaJ 1 ^jlJI o^LII l^Ji3 l^ijU-j Ulj 4 l-u>- vi*_Sj_>- j-9^ 4 olj) 

. ^j^jii rt*pu oAjij 4 ^-ji — j^'^n 


4j^*cP U>j 4 ( ^ ^ ♦ 1 — V') ^UJUII j^sJI lM jr* ^ Y ^ * . ^li; 2 1 olj3 aLJzJI Ul 

3 Uj L^i Ci-J 1 3 *LL^>oti l_J 4 ^>U- I ■/>! I <U I tli-J l^aJ- I JJJ I L^LUtXj^ 4 «Uj I^_>-j I £ I ^ 


U-m- p~j\ ' jZjj . <jU>-^/I i 3 Cr^* y l^|^>- ol (J-b U UU>-I U»-- 1? ^ 

(J, I LU I 3 li p YAlsJ I o^J U 1^ . £ — Y Uy U j ^2J 1 I U& ^ I a-^ <jr ~~ ' ^ ^ ^ a ^ ^ 

.UL»I 3^1 ji 4^^l oyi 


(J yJ I Ajl-b i^iJUJI (j_U-ll ( ^y» lil 1 c_Jl^z-JI) Ajiyi j^isJ I (J,l a^j-x3 1 y»j IUI 

O^JJ I L^J^” L»-*w 3 I 4 I wbj>- ■^f'3 *" ^ 3 4 ( ^ 3 I A > I y i I 

U U-*^» ^ ^ ^ bl3 1 I jZ&j J 4 ( ^y I -A-J I (_£ 3 Ua I 

i . . 

. 3^*< I UjJ 0 1 3 <-3 j U-jJ I j 4 y* ^ Y — 0 Ur^-j 
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j»UJ tlyJl Ot _j&- jjU' ^ykdb^ 1 ^ 


^ a Ip a 

^^A^ ^bJ dydl oLijji>- 43 i_ bbSCl 1 ^bd I j bd I o I db^dl oJgi 2 - 


4 ^Ub« ^j'cJlj 2 1 ^jJjyLJI ^ 2 jlsa>c 3 4 ^CjIOj ^y2jb*d- 0*>\j djjylaJ (J j -* ~d 9 

a 5 *" b*d I oJjb Ju y b-Lw* 4 i^J-a V ^ y« Ajyll I Aj ^ bed I Lo^gJtb A$^ b_v* cy c—^>- b» -d>- J! 

J !A>- yb ^V — 0 o-bjJI ^2J? pj 4 ^b tjV (J/u b £j\ \j ^3 bJbJI jjJz J! J">L>- 

obj 4 4jyd“! y* yb y 4 £*->li ^ly>yl did 4 jybedl AAy*dl a^j>- yy . ^ I jyld l 

^Jdd 1 l^lbclj y 4 Lo jy>- ^jl y*- I AAy>cd I OyJ ^w2j 4 y lid ly (Jj 2 l ^jj yyid I J ^b- -*-£• b* ^ybw « 

1^3 b Oy£j ydj>- ^yo-b O by Ajj ,2y AAy*ed I JW2J 4 <*Lld Id I jyld 1 lJ iJpjyJ *- 1 1 

Jl 4^ C-o Ibd AybJI tbyb-yJ! b( , £)lyjl yyld! 3 Ibd 3y^ Ajd**y ^j>d-l yo*— y^d 1 

yX$l Oyb? b 4 ^>ld yJ dj^ Oby 4 Ojy>J. I (J,l 1 (J,l wyd I ylillj Jj ^1 

. ^ 

O I ^ O j b?y 4 bJ Id I yyl d I 3 ( 3 ^ dJ ^ yd ^ (J> 1 l^->y J by 4 b jdy did Id 1 ^jj jj 1 ? J ' J 


’ c yl_ykn 3 jy** I dyl 


Aj^Adt ylyb^l ^py O-idl jbtdl Apb^ d^ (3 ; d ' ubLbJI f'lj-jl -dsd 

lJ -bj 4 A da . yJ I ^3 ly, I ^ j L>- a^j bb ^O lx ^|p d \ s- Jl I b^_ *_« t^ju-y2_j a_^>-j 3 3> ^ d J 'b/ ^ 

l-Ajfc <j (jl -ij 4jL>cJjJI Apbstf? 4 ^ ^AjIj ^d I AjyJLLI A_>^) l_J>r_fl_l I (I 

t t , ... ^ 

ci^ l-^- 2 * - y I d-oo -L»-d - 1 Aidl dli^ (3 fr o^bid-l o , blb^ ^b-bs^ 4 ^ 4 _j j b ^db_> L_> yj>^^2 — a 

^J> I O Lb-d ^ybjl pd a .‘%d 3 JiyjjJ I db 4 qIU? < j-^ « l)™^ t3 ^ I 

<Ada_L« (3 ojbcJlj L?jb 4 ^^ ^ l^d-l bslidl AjL^J 4 ^ ^-bb> L/ a^p IjjJlj 

, b*«yd. I ^^cd 1 (b 

oi d-y v^ydJ Ay^«dl tObddl 4 J cyb 4 ^^bj 43 y>- ^b>l ^ 3 ^ jybJI O-l ^sA» 3 
bu^dl J'>b-jUbJI A^ll^? Oy^ylc lyb . j* ^ *1 J»Ip ^ LwJ 1 ^—Pj dbb^l 

, I ? # t 

y^P ^d I bid I A jj*\ j&J 4 l-db <UpyJ byo«b 1 *_p^ 3 _j i 2 _ Ljy_>l jS* 4 yyLJ>-*)Adl 

• 

obj^yi JjJI <L&j}\ 4 JJ jlj ^[lj AjjUedl ^ ^gbwwJl oLdLlI Jb»c_^ X-l 1 

ud) V — -yu* Li 4_y3 6 “b> ^b** 1 d’bys^y* Pjj J 3 j 4 Ad?d I A^Lo y« b> b-yU - 1 4^> bj A^- 9 J->~J 

J A^JJ^ A»idsy Ayil ly Ads 3 ^JI Aj^btdl odi d-olS^ Lc^y 4 ^b ^5^ ^-•'b^-l ^£~ 

b y>*j d-b^U-l -A 3 O I *)!j 4 AyyJ 1 old - 1 3 (J b*^-v* ^ Ol^^l l^yS"" jys£ 3^ 

4 ^bd I e-b Jj>~I ^yt> ybll idJ id" -bd 4 byb Ojld" 4^3^^ ^->blji 3 ^ybd-l 0*^b-d~l 43 
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(J-y 


. I 1*1 1 1j>- (J, I l ^ L^jl* sf' ft ^~*~. 3 

I \&,jy>- jy~ a^oI aj! ! ^h .^11 jl^tJiil Ijjfc (_J,1 ^ i 

A I ® c ® ! V ) (J ^ I U I Jjj2-j 0 I Ij-*— ^ O Li I xJbj « (j \*_ j j !j ^_> j I I )) 6 

Jl&^ll p— *j *■ I jJ y a c__9Jjkl l*i . L^JlP j^X*J I I l-Lfc ^y* 0iLc (Jjl LT - ^ 1 ( V ! V a_^»--j^JJ ^ 

*• jA O^Xj -US AjLi jJ I Ajfl.jJ 1 I ^Jp- -A L ) ijy^XiA I 

*• L^-wJ I (J> I 4j jj 1x15*” ^ (( I )) t a^j>- y* c C-j L^v*' ^,J I o-Ajb ^Jjic Lcjj , L& j 1? ,.•>- 

. Ajl^l ya jJ I ^ILLxJ 

(J <J jU<i>- a!a 9 ^l^pl Jic Aj^ll I aJu3 ) I Aj jl>L^Ji ^?g (I o-C& <jl ^ 

• J AjUp U>> Igjli Ljb (, ,j \? « « n CjI^JIj \jS3 jXJ* 0->l)j 
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